Brookline Together
Board Meeting Minutes
August 9, 2021
Board Officers:
President: Caitlin McNulty
Vice-President: Blake Plavchak
Secretary: Ally Bove
Treasurer: Bill Kim

Finance Co-Chair: Mark Hopkinson
Community & Business Engagement Chair: Melissa Kilmer
Community & Business Engagement Co-Chair: Sami Melhorn
Beautification Chair: Lisa Wilson
Beautification Co-Chair: Blake Plavchak

Present: Caitlin McNulty, Bill Kim, Ally Bove, Blake Plavchak, Melissa Kilmer, Mark Hopkinson
Not Present: Sami Melhorn
Excused: Lisa Wilson
Caitlin McNulty called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
•
•
•

•

•

July Minutes were approved (motion Bill Kim, 2nd Melissa Kilmer, all in favor.)
Treasurer Report – Budget Report
o Available balance $17,848 with pending deposits of approximately $6,000 including $4,000 in grant money
2022 Budget
o Send your committee’s first draft to Bill Kim by September 30, 2021
o Final draft will be due October 18, 2021
o Finance committee will review October 25, 2021
IRS update
o We filed our taxes for 2019 and 2020, but the IRS rejected them because there was an issue with our predecessor organization having not
filed taxes for prior years. We had been under the impression that the prior year issue was resolved, but apparently it was not.
o A CPA that Bill knows is helping us and has submitted all paperwork via certified mail to correct this issue. Our 501©3 should be reinstated
upon IRS review of the most recent paperwork.
o While this issue is being corrected, Brookline Teen Outreach used their 501©3 status to accept our Duquesne Light grant on Brookline
Together’s behalf, with full support of Duquesne Light.
New Business
o Approve - September Community Meeting Theme: Family Resources in Brookline
▪ Will reach out to local Schools, Churches, BTO, Library, local sports organizations (Brookline Youth Hockey, Little League, Soccer, etc.
– Melissa Kilmer will provide the contact info for these to Caitlin McNulty), Foster Love Project
o November 2021 Community Theme – Holiday Resources – How to Access Community Services and How to Help
▪ Food bank, St. Mark’s church, holiday toy drives, winter clothing drive, etc.

o

•

January 2022
▪ Elections for board positions – President, Secretary, and Beautification Chair
▪ Will alert members that we’ll take nominations at our November 2021 meeting, prepare the slate and send it out electronically in
December 2021, and hold elections in January 2021
▪ Need to update bylaws re: elections process because they still list our old offices before we restructured them
o Holiday Lighting
▪ Will contact the gentleman who did the work last year to get a quote for this year
o Holiday Party – we decided not to have a holiday party again this year due to the current high number of COVID cases.
▪ Instead, we would like to have Brookline Together holiday ornaments made. Melissa Kilmer and Ally Bove will work on getting
design and pricing options.
o We need a new caretaker for Jacob/Whited; Dan McKeever kindly volunteered to do this for many years and but is no longer able to do so.
▪ Lisa Wilson received a quote of $40 per cut from a local landscaper. The Board accepted this and will hire them to take care of it
through the end of the year.
▪ In the future, Caitlin McNulty has a used lawnmower that she is willing to donate to Brookline Together. Bill Kim is willing to do the
work because he lives nearby.
▪ Boy Scouts offered to help clean the flagpole area and the beds a few times a year – the Board is very thankful for their
volunteerism.
Old Business
o Beautification
▪ Shed – working through red tape re: engineering and architecture; likely will take a while.
▪ Planting bed in front of CVS at Brookline Blvd/Pioneer was ruined by some individual. The City is trying to figure out who is
responsible.
▪ Cleanups – cleanup this past weekend on Brookline Blvd went well. No additional dates to report at this time, but a few potential
cleanups are in the works.
o Breezefest – Melissa
▪ Breezefest is this weekend!!
▪ Need more cones to help block space for street vendors to set up
▪ Number of vendors is fantastic
▪ Need more volunteers to help get streets closed – will send an e-mail to the entire membership asking for help
o Jacob/Whited site construction start date and plan update – Bill Kim
▪ Tree removal: has been a challenge; multiple local tree services promised to provide estimates and then never followed up. Should
be done within the next 2 weeks.
▪ Grading work: will be done soon by a friend of the organization; Bill Kim called in a PA One-Call to have utilities marked. Board set a
deadline of August 29th for him to provide us with a start date or else we will need to look elsewhere.
o Welcome sign at Jacob/Whited - Bill
▪ Love Your Block Grants from 2020 and 2021 to help fund this – total of $3,000
• Discussed initial design concept and whether it accurately reflects Brookline as a neighborhood
• Caitlin will reach out for additional quotes and design ideas

o

• Plan to place an order by the end of September
Mural – project description and concept drawing attached
▪ DPW will repair the wall to prepare it for the mural
▪ Duquesne Light Grant Request for $10,000 for art Submitted May 1 – Awarded June
▪ Next steps - art commission, artist RFP, timeline of work – Caitlin is working on this
▪ Hopefully the work can begin in the spring of 2022

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. (Motion: Caitlin McNulty, second: Bill Kim, all in favor.)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mission: To promote a vibrant and livable community through collaborative initiatives that unify Brookline’s business and residential interests.
Goals for 2021:
1. Increase membership
2. Increase revenue
3. Improve communications

